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A word from the Steering group

We held a very successful AGM in March 2007.  Kathryn Carson who has been a hard working and diligent secretary has stood down, as has Tom McClelland the former Chair.   The Steering Group comprises new members Roy White, Niall Waterman (treasurer) Caroline McDowell (secretary), Paul Hodkinson (CTC Right-to-Ride rep), Diarmuid Moran and continuing members Sally Liya (Routes Group Liaison), Emily Hadden, John Wright and Tom McClelland (Cycling Forum Liaison).  

Paul Hodkinson with the help of CTC is lobbying DOE on improving the proposed Highway Code changes.  Emily Hadden is investigating the links between cycling, social justice and Human Rights. 

The reinvigorated Steering Group have worked hard to organise a range of events for Bike Week.  

Summer Bike Week Rides:

Friday 13th June – Start of Bike Week – from the front of the City Hall Belfast  at 5.00pm – we hope to have the Lord Mayor wave us off.  An urban tour on trafficked roads with Belfast commuters in mind.

Saturday 16th June - Comber Greenway Cycle - meet at Victoria Park at 1.00pm and ride the newly extended Comber Greenway.  We are assisting Sustrans in this event.  A leisurely ride with no hills.

Saturday 23rd June - Lagan towpath – Cutters Warf to Lisburn – meet at Cutters Warf at 10.45am.  We are assisting the Lagan valley Park rangers.  A leisurely ride with no hills.

Sunday 24th June – Slow Bike Race – Tropical Ravine, Botanic Park, Belfast from 2.30 to 4.00pm – Can you balance a stationary bike for 10 minutes?

Autumn Event

Sunday 16th September – Sponsored 100k fun bike ride around Strangford Lough – raising funds for the Forth Spring Inter-community Group – straddling the peace line on the Springfield Road, Belfast – for more details, training and logistics 9031 3945 or fscoordinator@btconnect.com .  

Cyclists and lorries

Unpublished research for Transport for London suggests that women cyclists are much more vulnerable to crashes with Heavy Goods Vehicles than male cyclists.  Research conducted in Oxford and Cambridge suggests that women may find it more difficult to ride assertively for a variety of reasons and this may contribute to their vulnerability.  

Pedestrian guardrails may also contribute as the railing leave the cyclist no escape room.  The study also finds that cycle lanes leading up to advance stop lines probably exacerbate the problem, allowing and encouraging cyclists to overtake long vehicles when it would be wiser to wait behind. 

Assembly Restoration

The return of devolved administration is a tremendous opportunity to lobby for local political support for cycling and sustainable transport.  There is a general consensus that the Assembly will not rush into making any decisions.  The next few months will be a time of fact-finding, evidence gathering with the decision-making process starting in the autumn.  

The Steering Group’s campaigning objectives are to promote:

· Better cycling for those who cycle

· Cycling as cheaper travelling for those who can’t afford a car.  

· Cycling as faster travel for those who wish to beat congestion

· Cycling as healthier travel  

· Cycling as green travel   

Taxis in Bus Lanes

Roads Service has commissioned AMEY to carry out cyclists’ attitudinal research into allowing all taxis into bus lanes.  At the moment only some black taxis and motorbikes are allowed in bus lanes.  If you haven’t completed a survey form the co-ordinator is Claire Prenter at 9068 6528 or claire.prenter@amey.co.uk .  NICI believes that if all taxis were allowed in bus lanes it would lead to further fragmentation of public transport.  Taxis are inefficient users of peak road space.  Cycling is the most efficient, fastest mode of travel at peak time.  

Adieu from the current newsletter editorial team.  

This is the last newsletter to be produced by the current editorial team, which is now standing down.  

The team want to thank all previous contributors and helpers that sustained the newsletter through five years.  During those five years cycling received much greater recognition as a credible transport mode and there has been a big increase in cycle usage in Belfast.  

Many reports from Stern and Eddington through to the UK Commission on Integrated Transport and Parliamentary Select Committees have highlighted the importance of cycling for the environment, for health and the economy.  

Best wishes to the new editorial team and good fortune to the NICI.

