Northern Ireland Cycling Forum

Northern Ireland draft Priorities and Budget 2006-08

Response to consultation

1. The independent members of the Northern Ireland Cycling Forum welcome the opportunity to comment on the Northern Ireland draft Priorities and Budget 2006-08.  The Northern Ireland Cycling Forum oversees the implementation of the Northern Ireland Cycling Strategy.  The Forum’s independent members hold posts on the Forum on a voluntary, unpaid basis.  

2. Cycling as everyday transport is inclusive, healthy, environmentally sustainable and has significant economic benefits.  

3. Within the strategic context of delivering a better future for Northern Ireland a society based on partnership, equality, inclusion and mutual respect cycling addresses these issues as a non-threatening, economical form of transport.  Cycling when properly integrated with public transport increases public transport catchments 16 fold
.

4. In a long-term context where environmental considerations require a radical re-examination of many aspects of business, lifestyles and behaviours, regular daily cycling provides integrated daily exercise.  65% of all journeys in Northern Ireland are less than five miles
.  Cycling is a cheap, effective means of obesity prevention and other related diseases as well as enhancing mental health.  Obesity is increasing at an alarming rate in Northern Ireland
.  

5. The independent members of the Forum recommend that additional resource is provided to reduce the impacts of the current obesogenic built environment.  These measures should include further speed enforcement, speed reduction and other measures that encourage cycling and walking for education, commuting, leisure and retail journeys.  These measures cut across health, environment, education, child development and urban regeneration.  Preventing obesity is cheaper and more cost effective than later expensive medical intervention
.  

6. The independent members of the Forum note since 1997 motoring costs have fallen by 7%.  In GB bus fares have increased by 11% and rail fares by 4%.  In NI, bus fares have increased by 40% and rail fares by 43% over the same period
.  Budget priorities need to address a sustainable, healthy, inclusive transport system that cuts across and integrates policies within the Department of Health, Department of Education, Department of the Environment, Department of Enterprise, Department of Social Development as well as Department of Regional Development.

7. The independent members of the Forum question rating policy.  Rating assessment for commercial property is based on annual rental value and for domestic property will soon be based on capital value.  Rental and capital values are inadequate measures of carbon impact and sustainability.  Rating assessments in Northern Ireland should reflect not only rental value but also environmental impact.  For example, out of town and suburban shopping centres demand the use of cars for access, make generous provision for free car parking and are poorly served by public transport
.  The rating assessment of these centres should reflect their inherent unsustainability and social exclusion.  
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